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The Philippines

Front lines of climate change impacts

The country is plagued by food and 
nutrition security concerns

Unnecessary stresses on the coping 
mechanism of many regions

Farmers – the poorest sector- always 
hardly hit
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“At this time of crisis, most farmers are at loss and don’t know how 

to rise again, we did not give back only seeds but also gave back to 

farmers their dignity – to be farmers again, who till the soil and 

produce food for their family and for all.”

- Mang Frankie Manigo of Tubigon, Bohol one of 

the farmers who responded in the aftermath of 

typhoon Hagupit (2014).
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The Beginning

The typhoons:

Yolanda (2013) 

Hagupit (2014)



zFarmers share seed of Hope 
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Typhoon Lando (2015)   
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El Nino (July 2016)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLY3_

9SCID0

Reference only

http://www.greenpeace.org/seasia/ph/What-we-

do/Food-for-Life/building-climate-resiliency/
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Typhoon Lawin (October 2017)
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Our learnings:
▪ Increasing incidence of food emergencies brought about by the collapse of food supply from 

super typhoons and droughts

▪ First level of life saving response – medical assistance, evacuation, and immediate food and 

water needs

▪ Groups, individuals, government - rally for food which usually – rice, sardines, instant 

noodles: not nutritious; local preference, religion, social and cultural practices, and even age, 

are often overlooked.

▪ Uncoordinated efforts in food response among international organizations, govt agencies, 

and other donors - can further aggravate the situation

▪ Government seed distribution and farm packages for affected farmers come in much later 

stage of rehab.

▪ Most seeds come from pre-positioned seed buffer stock at the Agriculture department. 

Seeds are certified seeds produced by organized seed producers or seed companies.

▪ Private seed companies, via their ‘corporate social responsibility work’ also donate seeds, in 

the process promoting the use o f their own products – intentionally or unintentionally 

changing the seed system. 



z

Build back better with farmer-to-farmer ecological Seed 
Response

✓ Designed to support farmers’
shift to eco-ag

✓ Bring back elements of cultural
practices (‘Sulagad’ farming
system by the Tedurays, an
indigenous community, which
works on mutual help and
working with on-farm biodiversity
for diverse food and resilience).

✓ Effort to regenerate, build back
better and make accessible to
farmers, diversified seeds that
are necessary to build and
empower climate-resilient
farming communities, and to
make them ready for future
disasters.

✓ contributes to realizing Farmers’
Rights to save, exchange, sell and
use farm- saved seeds, and the
protection of farmers’ traditional
knowledge for food and agriculture.



zMOST IMPORTANTLY, IT WORKED.
FARMERS SHOWED IT CAN BE 
DONE, but it should be institutionalized.

▪ Review existing policies and develop new ones to institutionalize 

the farmer-to- farmer ecological seed response as default 

response, and support the broader transition to a sustainable 

and ecological food system
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For more details and for the copy of the 
Policy Brief please visit 

http://www.greenpeace.org/seasia/ph/ 


