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Latin America: Diversity
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The early civilizations
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“Caral”: cultural & arquitectonical
reference in the Andean Community
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CENTERS OF ORIGIN OF CULTIVATED PLANTS, 
VAVILOV (1935)
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Diversity under (attack) 
Declines in species abundance and high risks of species extinctions continue. 
Rates of habitat loss in Latin America and the Caribbean have slowed but remain 
high. 
Certain pressures associated with rapid economic growth and social inequities 
are impacting the region’s natural resources.  
Agricultural expansion and intensification to increase both livestock, arable land 
and commodities production continue. 
The region is undergoing major infrastructure development of dams and roads.  
The impacts on biodiversity of high concentrations of population in urban areas 
are particularly significant within the region. 
Country economies within the region are very highly dependent on natural 
resources.
Resource extraction for minerals and hydrocarbons has, in some cases, led to 
locally devastating direct and indirect impacts on biodiversity such as vegetation 
removal, water and soil pollution and contamination. 
Transboundary and local air pollution is now recognised as an environmental 
factor in human health in the region. 
Climate change induced impacts on coral reefs and montane habitats within the 
region are now being observed
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Fires in the Amazon

“There were always fires, but
they were never promoted by a 
Government speech”
Marina Silva
Former Minister of Environment of 
Brazil
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The challenge of malnutrition (ODS 2):
underweight & obesity

Perú 2017
43.6%

Fuente: INEI ENDES 2016 - 2017

5

Rural 
Highlands: 

55.9%           

Tropical Rural 
Areas: 57% 

8

Children < 5 yrs with Anemia
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Organic Agriculture authorities in LA
Inter-American Commission in Organic Agriculture

Build spaces for research, development, dissemination, 
technological innovations transference and adoption 
addressing Organic Production.  (85.1%) 

Build and strengthen public policies related to Organic 
Agriculture Control.  (48.9%) 

19 competent authorities of the Americas.
Spain & Portugal, permanent observers
Board: Ecuador (President), Mexico, DR, Bolivia

Regional Survey:  11 countries (Results shared in 28.03.2019)
Which are the main areas (OA) where CIAO’s cooperation should focus on for 
the next 10 years?

10 OA development authorities
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Brazil:  A good example for 15 years
(2003 – 2018)

v Development and approval of Law 10.831/2003

v Strengthening of CPOrgs (Organic Commissions)

v Creation of Organic Agriculture Chamber

v National Policy of Agroecology and Organic Production – PNAPO / PLANAPO

v National Commission of Organic Production – CNAPO

v Program ECOFORTE – support to territorial networks

v Agroecology and Organic Production Nucleus – NEAs

v Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGS)  Forum – National and Regional (Latin
America)

Organic Policy Milestones triggered as a policy with active 
civil society participation
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Best Practice Public Policies involving
Agroecology / Family Agriculture

Brazil:  COAGRE / MAPA – control & promotion
Agroecology: Family Agriculture / Public Procurement for School Meals
Environment:  Reduction in 83% deforestation rate in 10 yrs.

Chile: INDAP – promotion / SAG – control
Self-certification for organic production (PGS)
Agreement Chile-Brazil including PGS for international trade.

Ecuador:  Short chains (commercialization)
Food Sovereignty, Agroecological Days
Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture based on Agroecology (Heifer Ecuador/IFOAM)

Mexico:  SAGARPA / SENASICA / SEMARNAT (Environment Secretary)
The 4th Transformation based on Agroecology
1- Independence; 2 – Reform; 3 - Revolution
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A focus on Peru

December 2011: Law Nº 29811 GMO moratorium  for 10 years.
- Imports
- Production of certain GMOs:  those which can be liberated in the 

environment. Uncontrolled interaction with biodiversity, and this 
includes crops or animals. 

Law for Promotion of OA: articulation, budget ?
Technical regulation reform inc. PGS:  training, advisory, funds?

Creation of the Ministry of Agriculture Development
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¿Where are 
GMO crops?

6 top:
3 are South-
American countries
#2 Brazil
#3 Argentina
#6 Paraguay
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Agricultural units by
category & natural region

Family Agriculture
Non family Agriculture

Coast
Highlands
Tropics - Amazon
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General Context:
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Peru: Regional Competitiveness Index 2019
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Peru: Huancavelica 
1rst Organic Region

60 Million USD
Presentation at BIOFACH 2020
Support from several entities
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The proposal: 
Ministry of Agriculture Development
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Ministry of Agriculture Development: 
promoting Climate Smart Agriculture

Based on productive conversion

- Innovation, good practices, emission reduction, efficient use of water, 
etc.

- Knowledge hub
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Add value to our natural capital: 
Agrobiodiversity



Thank you for your attention
p.flores@ifoam.bio


